
 

 

Workington Town Council 
Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 

Telephone: 01900 702986 

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

19 July 2018 

 

To Members of Environment Committee 

 

D Rollo (chair) J Holliday 

A Bales P McHarry 

D Cashman B Miskelly 

B Dixon J Osborn (vice chair) 

H Harrington B Reville 

 

(Copy for information only to other members of Workington Town Council) 

 

You are summoned to a meeting of Workington Town Council Environment 

Committee on Thursday 26 July 2018 at 6.00pm in the Mayor’s Reception Rooms, 

Town Hall, Workington.  

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 
 

Chris Bagshaw 

Town Clerk 

 

AGENDA 

Public Participation 

To discuss any items of interest to the council brought forward by members of the 

public. This session will last no longer than 20 minutes. The council cannot take any 

decisions in this session, except to bring items to a future meeting. The public are not 

permitted to speak in other parts of the meeting unless invited to do so by the 

chairman. 

 

1. Apologies 

To receive and accept any apologies for absence. 

 

2.  Declarations of Interest 

To receive any declarations of interest relating to matters which appear on this 

agenda, but which have not been previously declared on members’ declarations of 

pecuniary interest and other interests. 



 

 

3.  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 

Act 1960) 

To consider whether there are any agenda items during consideration of which the 

press and public should be excluded. 

 

4. Minutes of the previous meeting 

To receive the minutes of the meeting on 24 May 2018 and affirm them as a true 

record. 

 

5.  Allotment Development 

a) To consider draft minutes of the Allotments sub-committee and any 

recommendations not outlined below. 

b) To consider the recommendation from the Allotments Sub-Committee that the 

council closes Northside Allotments due to ongoing problems with contaminated 

ground and water management. 

c) To consider a proposal from the Estate team that the best kept allotments on each 

site are rewarded with limited payment holidays or discounted tenancies. 

 

6. Workington in Bloom 

a) To receive a report on  the Cumbria in Bloom entry in 2018 and to consider any 
developments or changes required for future entry. 

b) Grants to be approved 

i) Victoria Junior School 

£500 

Developing school garden for healthy eating 

ii) Viaduct Court Residents 

£500 

Planting in communal garden. 

Paperwork to follow 

c) To note grants approved under Financial Regulation 4.1 

The following applications were considered under Financial Regulation 4.1 by the 
Town Clerk and the Chair of the Committee, after consultation with other committee 
chairs, because they were received immediately after the last Committee meeting 
and a consequent two-month delay seemed unreasonable. Both applications 
supplied compliant paperwork. 

i) Helena Thompson Museum 

£500 

Extend planting, borders and hanging baskets. 

 



 

 

ii) Workington Transport Heritage Trust 

£500 

For materials and plants.  

 

7. Workington Nature Partnership 

a) To consider a report from the Nature Partnership Officer 

b) To consider the final report from the Heritage Lottery funded work on ‘Resilient 
Heritage’ 

Background 

The Workington Nature Partnership received HLF funding for a ‘Resilient Heritage ‘ 
review of its operation. The Executive summary and Full Report are appended 
separately. 

c) To review the progress made towards the restoration of Harrington Reservoir local 
nature reserve. 

 

8. Play Area Development 

To receive a report on the development of play facilities in the town. 

 

9. Vulcan Park Transfer 

To receive a brief report on the progress made towards transferring Vulcan Park, 
Harrington Marina Play Area and a further area of land at Newlands Lane Play Area 
to the Town Council. 

 

10.  Vulcan Park Opening Event 

To consider arrangements for an opening event in Vulcan Park. 

Background 

The Council has completed the transfer of Vulcan Park from Allerdale. It has been 
suggested that there is some sort of ‘opening’ event at which we can celebrate the 
different approach the Council will bring to the park. An opportunity arises with the 
request from the HLF-funded Cumbria Wildlife Trust west coast pollinators project for 
a wild flower planting session with the public. It is suggested this could take place in 
September, which would allow us the time to install new bins, signs etc. 

 

11. A595/A596 Meeting 

To receive a brief verbal report from the Clerk on his attendance at a meeting 
facilitated by Sue Hayman MP to discuss the impacts of heavy transport movements 
on the A596. 



 

 

Background 

Sue Hayman MP convened a meeting of all parish councils on the A596 at Aspatria 
in June. The Town Clerk attended on behalf of the chairs of the Planning and 
Environment committees. The principal concern of those attending was the proposal 
from the Department for Transport that the A596 becomes a part of a ‘Major Road 
Network’ (MRN) to complement the ‘Strategic Road Network’ (SRN). The SRN 
includes the A66. The decision to classify the A596 as MRN and not the A595 
appears to be based on a paper exercise in Whitehall on existing and established 
road hierarchies. The A596 was formally a ‘Trunk’ road, whereas the A595 was 
merely a road of county importance. However the A596 passes through several 
settlements, whereas the A595 doesn’t. The principal issue with classifying the A595 
as MRN is the lack of easy connection to Iggesund and the Port of Workington. 
Currently this route descends via the A66 from Chapel Brow to the difficult corner on 
Bridge St/Washington St/Ramsay Brow. The Town Council has in the past expressed 
its opposition to any prospect of building a relief road though Hall Park. The issue is a 
cross-cutting one between Planning and the Environment Committee. 

 

12. Bus Shelters 

To receive and consider a report on the damage to the bus shelters on Derwent 
Howe. 

Background 

The Town Council manages two bus shelters on Derwent Drive. Recently these were 
damaged in separate incidents. The west side shelter had a side window smashed, 
and the east side had two front windows smashed. All the windows were made of 
toughened safety glass, which requires specialist installation. After consultation with 
the manufacturer, the Clerk took the decision to replace these with polycarbonate 
windows, which whilst being more expensive to buy, could be installed by Town 
Council staff. The new windows cost £145 each, which will come from the Repairs 
budget. Both incidents were reported to the police so the crime could be logged. 

 

13. Disused Phone Boxes 

To receive and consider a report on the plight of disused phone boxes across the 
town. 

Background 

In 2016, BT applied for planning consent to repurpose a number of telephone call 
boxes in the town for use as defibrillator stations. Ownership was transferred to the 
Community Heartbeat Trust, who have installed a number defibs across the county 
as a result. However, in Workington there has been no progress on this. According to 
Community Heartbeat Trust this is because they have been busy elsewhere. 
Allerdale Borough Council’s planning department have chased them for progress, 
and there has been limited correspondence between the Trust’s Chief Officer and the 
Town Clerk. However, this has not produced any plans as yet. It has been proposed 
(by CHT) that they meet with the Town Council and North West Ambulance Service 
(NWAS), to put a plan together. The Town Council’s involvement is required because 
the business plan assumes that the defibrillators will be adopted by the local 
community. In other parts of the county this has generally meant the parish tier 
council adopting the box and installation. It is assumed more information will be 



 

 

forthcoming following any meeting that does eventually happen. It is unclear what 
happens to the call boxes if they are not used for defibrillators. We will take this 
matter up with the Planning Authority and BT as and when it arises as an issue. 

 


