
 

Workington Town Council 
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Draft Minutes of the meeting of Workington Town Council held at 6pm on Wednesday 

16 December 2015 at the Christ Central Church Hall, Central Square, Workington. 

 

C Armstrong (ch) Present F Johnston Absent 

W Bacon Apologies A Lawson Present 

M Bainbridge  Present A McGuckin Present 

L Baldry Apologies P McHarry Present 

A Bales Present B Miskelly Present 

P Bales Present V Morgan Present 

B Cannon Apologies J Osborn Present 

D Cashman Absent W Reville Present 

B Dixon Present D Robertson Present 

M Fryer Apologies D Rollo Present 

K Hansen  Apologies K Schofield Present 

H Harrington Present N Schofield Present  

M Heaslip Present S Stoddart Absent 

J Holliday Present T Wardley Apologies 

C Johanssen Apologies J Wright Apologies 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk, PCSO Alison Renney (Cumbria Police), Rev S Axtell 

 

Mayor’s Chaplain 

The Mayor led a moment’s thought for the victims of the December floods, the people of 

Paris following the terrorist attack, and for those absent councillors suffering ill health. The 

Mayor’s chaplain, Rev Steve Axtell then led a short moment of prayer. 

 

Public Participation 

No members of the public came forward. 

 

Police Report 

Inspector Hunter sent his apologies, but through PCSO Renney asked that the thanks from 

the police to the Army Reserve be noted by councillors. The ground floor for the police 

station flooded and will be out of use until March. PCSO Renney reported that the town 

centre orders to deal with the rise in anti-social behaviour were still awaiting confirmation. 

She further asked that inspector Hunter’s report be circulated to councillors, in lieu of a 

verbal report. Councillors thanked the police for their work in the floods. 

 

15.49  Apologies 

The meeting received and accepted apologies from Cllrs W Bacon, L Baldry, B Cannon, M 

Fryer, K Hansen, C Johanssen, T Wardley and J Wright. 



 

15.50.  Declarations of Interest 

Cllr Heaslip drew the meeting’s attention to his existing declarations concerning membership 

of Allerdale Borough Council, particularly as Portfolio Holder for Parks and Open Spaces. Cllr 

Harrington drew the meeting’s  

 

15.51.  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960) 

It was noted that there was an intention to exclude the press and the public from item 13, but 

this would be dealt with as it arose. 

 

15.52  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The council received the minutes of the meeting on Wednesday 5 August 2015 and affirmed 

them as a true record.  

 

15.53 Mayoral Announcements 

The Mayor reported her engagements, and those of her deputy as listed in the agenda.  

 
Resolved: To note the report. 

 

15.54. Cumbria Floods 2015 

The council considered whether a further response should be made to the floods which 

swept the county in the wake of Storm Desmond. It was noted that council staff had been 

deployed to Hall Park View and elsewhere to assist in the clear up. Councillors paid tribute to 

all those who had come to the assistance of flooded households, both in the immediate 

emergency and in the recovery stage that followed. It was noted that the government was 

being called on to set up a review body into the failure of the flood defences, and that CALC 

would be representing the town and parish council sector. There was some concern that the 

town’s own flooded communities – Barepot and Hall Park View - be remembered when 

recovery plans are being assessed. The Mayor reported that a charity concert was being 

planned, but that it would not deliver immediate aid. The council has a power under s137 of 

the Local Government Act, 1972 to give financial support to a charity, and the Cumbria 

Community Foundation is acting for the Flood Appeal. 

 

Resolved: To make an immediate donation of £5,000 to the Cumbria Community 

Foundations Flood Appeal, with an offer of a further £5,000 in three months should the 

money be required. 

 

15.55. Bolton Street Community Hall 

The council considered a request for emergency financial assistance from Bolton Street 

Community Hall, where the floor had collapsed due to woodworm. The council has the power 

under s133 of the Local Government Act 1972 to support community halls. 

 

Resolved: That the council pay the hall’s contractor’s bill for the work, not exceeding £3,500. 

The contractor was offering to do the work at cost. 

 



 

15.56.  Mayoral Christmas Card 

The council considered a proposal to make a donation in lieu of additional costs to the Great 

North Air Ambulance for the Mayoral Christmas Card. The Christmas card was printed locally 

this year, making a saving of £268.25. In previous years 10 per cent of the price had formed 

a donation to the mayor’s charity. 

 

Resolved: To donate £268.25 to the Mayor’s Charity, under s137 of the Local Government 

Act 1972.. 

 

15.57. Property Transfers 

The council considered plans to transfer parks and play areas from the Borough Council and 

a Nature Area in Moss Bay from the County Council. 

 

Resolved: To authorise officers to continue with these transfers, in good faith and with due 

regard to legal and other appropriate advice, liaising with the appropriate committees for 

detail. 

 

15.58. Allotments Committee 

The council received the minutes of the Allotments Committee meeting on 15 October 2015. 

 

Resolved: To accept the minutes. 

 

15.60. Culture Committee 

a) The council received the minutes of the Culture Committee meeting on 19 November 

2015. 

 

Resolved: To accept the minutes 

 

b) The council received an update on the bid to host Dippy the Dinosaur in Workington in 

2017. The Natural History Museum had written to the council confirming that the bid had 

failed to make the shortlist. Cllr McGuckin was thanked for efforts. The clerk asked that 

councillors respect the request from the Museum that this information be the subject of news 

embargo until early in the New Year. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

15.61. Environment Committee 

The council received the minutes of the Environment Committee meeting on 10 November 

2015. 

 

Resolved: To accept the minutes 

 

15.62 Finance, Property and Employment Committee 

The council received the minutes of the Finance, Property and Employment Committee 

meeting on 17 November 2015. It was noted that Cllr Lawson had actually been present and 

the clerk agreed to amend the minutes accordingly. 

 

Resolved: To accept the minutes 

 



 

15.63. Planning Committee 

The council received the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings on 2 November and  

7 December 2015. 

 

Resolved: To accept the minutes 

 

The meeting closed at 18.40. 


