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Minutes of a Meeting of Workington Town Council Culture Committee on Monday  

20 January 2014 at 6pm in the Town Hall, Workington. 

 
J Wright chair Present 
N Schofield vice chair Apologies 
C Armstrong Present 
P Bales Present 
M Jones Present 
Mrs H Harrington Present 
Mr  M Heaslip Apologies 
Mr G Humes Present 
A Lawson Absent 
M Rae Present 
M Rollo Present 
K Hansen (Mayor) Apologies 
M Bainbridge (Deputy Mayor) Not present 
 

C13.56  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr K Hansen, N Schofield and M Heaslip. 

 

C13.57  Declarations of Interest 

There were none. 

 

C13.58  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) 

There were no issues from which the press and the public should be excluded. 

 

C13.59  Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 11 November 2013 were confirmed as a true record. 

 

C13.60  Outstanding Actions from Previous Meeting 

a) Banners from RLWC 

The clerk has been assured by Cllr M Fryer for ABC that the banners used in the Rugby League 

World Cup will be available to the Town Council in due course. The clerk may have to chase 

this up. 

b) Remembrance – widening of involvement 

No further progress has been made in widening the community involvement in Remembrance.  



c) Bandstand  

The proposal to restore a bandstand in Vulcan’s Park had been effectively squashed by the 

Policy and Resources Committee’s refusal to recommend the budget allocation. The 

committee’s service plan would require amendment. 

  

d) Music in the Hub 

The clerk is discussing suitable slots with the ABC Town Centre Manager 

Resolved: To note the updates. 

 

C13.61  Christmas Lights 2013 and Winter Festival  

The committee considered the overall impact of the Christmas Lights and festival. It was 

suggested that whilst the lights were good, the approaches to the town could be improved, 

particularly on Ramsay Brow. Thought should be given as to how the Christmas feel could be 

extended effectively to the town’s various arterial roads, including the Helena Thompson 

Museum, and to the town’s shops. 

 

It was noted that the Switch On, with performers and a lantern procession, were effective, 

however there were many features promised in the package by CN Events which did not take 

place. It was queried whether the event organisers were value for money. Whilst they brought 

event management expertise which was necessary, their levels of engagement prior to the 

event seemed to fall short. 

 

A Market Research report by the organisers was noted, which seemed to suggest overall 

satisfaction but there were anecdotal criticisms of the methodology.  

 

It was suggested that the Town Band had performed well and had gained some good publicity. 

 

Resolved: To explore the cost and implications of extending the lighting display up Ramsay 

Brow. 

 

Resolved: To begin planning for 2014 much sooner, bringing in schools and community groups 

where possible. 

 

 

C13.62  Schools Festival 2014 

The 2013 festival had gone smoothly though there was a problem at the end with the quantity of 

medals. This was due to some schools bringing more children than expected. In 2014 the medal 

distribution should be done as it was originally, as each child approached the stage. 



The Carnegie is booked for Friday 29 November 2014 David McNeill has been approached to 

organise. 

Resolved to note the comments. 

 

C13.63  Commemoration of the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of the First World 

War 

The committee considered what sort of commemoration the Town Council should organise to 

acknowledge the anniversary. 

It was noted that the Borough Council was organising an event in May, which would involve 

marching bands. It was queried why we should commemorate the outbreak of the war rather 

than its ending in 1918. 

 

The Town Council. it was felt, should organise a sombre, ecumenical civic service at St 

Michael’s to commemorate the sacrifices of those who went to war. 

 

Resolved: To contact Canon Rowe to identify a date in the week of 4 August. 

 

C13.64  Twinning 20th Anniversary Festival 

The chairman of the Twinning Association reported that the planned festival to mark the 20th 

anniversary of the relationship with Selm was now going to take place in the Carnegie Theatre 

on 6-7 September 2014. Groups from around the town had been invited to take part. Opera 

North would be the headline for the Saturday, WADAMS had agreed to perform on the Sunday. 

Anthony McGuckin was compiling a schedule of local performers, and thr Trades Hall might be 

used as an overspill if required. 

 

The whole of the £10,000 budget would be used and entrance fees would be kept as affordable 

as possible, though Opera North would probably begin at £15. Approaches had been made to 

the Helena Thompson Museum and to the Rotary Club for involvement. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

C13.65. Youth Inclusion in Sport  

The Clerk reported that he had contacted WTRLFC about their involvement in the town’s Sports 

Partnership, but the key member of staff was about to go on maternity leave. Other lines of 

inquiry would now be followed. 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

 

C13.66  Review of Culture Service Plan 



The committee noted that the Service Plan would now require amendment to remove the Band 

Stand element, though it was requested that the door be left open slightly, noting that portable 

staging may be an option. It was suggested that Tennis Courts may be a subject for inclusion 

since the council had the resources and the power to develop them. Any budgetary implications 

would require resource allocation from Policy and Resources. 

 

Resolved: To amend the Service Plan in line with the budget  

 

The meeting closed at 7.01pm 


