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Workington Town Council 

Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 

Telephone: 01900 702986 

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of the Environment Committee of Workington Town Council, 6pm on 

30 November 2017 in Town Hall, Workington 

 

D Rollo (Chair)  Present 

B Cannon Present 

B Dixon Absent 

P McHarry Present 

A McGuckin Absent 

B Miskelly Present 

J Osborn Present 

B Reville Present 

T Wardley Absent 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Assistant Town Clerk, Estate Team Leader 

Cllr M Rollo as a member of the public 

 

E17.38  Apologies 

No apologies were received. 

 

E17.39  Declarations of Interest 

None 

 

E17.40  Exclusion of Press and Public 

The clerk highlighted that agenda item 5a) contained confidential information  
 

Resolved: To exclude the press and public from item 5a). 

 

E17.41   Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 28 September 2017 were affirmed as a true record. 

 

E17.42  Allotment Development 

The clerk reported that the Estate Team Leader had compiled a comprehensive 

overview of the current developments within the Town Council’s allotment estate. He 

proposed that this be presented at an Allotment Subcommittee meeting to allow it to 

be reviewed fully.  

 

Resolved: To set a date for an Allotment Subcommittee meeting.  

 

Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960) 

The committee considered whether to exclude the press and public from the next 

agenda item because the issue involved confidential information about an individual.  

 

Resolved: To exclude the press and public from the consideration of the next item. 
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E17.43   Allotment Issues 

A copy of this confidential minute is kept on the file. 

 

E17.44  Back Lanes 

The clerk reported that the back lane condition report was in the final stages of 

completion and that this would be presented at a subsequent meeting. The 

committee requested that this include some outline costs and proposals of the work 

required to the back lanes to assist in the decision making process. 

 

Resolved: To include outline costs and proposals to the back lane condition report. 

 

E17.45  Play Areas and Open Spaces 

The clerk highlighted that the tendering exercise was almost complete for the play 

area at Moss Bay. Cllrs Rollo and Cannon would assist in the final assessment. The 

committee discussed additional sites for play areas and the opportunity of 

transferring play areas form housing associations that may be unable to maintain 

them. The committee expressed their commitment to continuing to install play areas 

in the previously proposed locations, as well as rejuvenating the equipment at 

Harrington.  

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

E17.46  Vulcans Park Transfer 

The clerk reported that Cumbria County Council were investigating their ownership of 

land at Vulcan Park, and were expecting to provide the Town Council with a 

response in the following week. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

E17.47  Actions Required in Vulcan Park 

The committee discussed the work required in Vulcan Park immediately after the 

transfer and the actions needed leading up this date. The discussion included 

location sites for additional bins, reviewing the conditions of benches and 

establishing the needs of the park users.  

 

Resolved: For Officers to create a timetable of actions required in the park, including 

costings for each item.   

 

E17.48  Memorial Garden 

The committee discussed the proposal for a memorial garden in Vulcan Park to 

commemorate the end of World War One. There was a discussion about the current 

design of the Cenotaph and facilities available in Vulcan Park. A number of 

Councillors highlighted the requirement to involve the Royal British Legion in 

proposals of this nature, as well as the local community. The committee noted the 

proposal presented, it was proposed to refer the project to Policy and Resources due 

to cross cutting issues.  
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Resolved:  To bring the concept of producing a memorial in Vulcan Park to the 

Policy and Resources Committee.     

 

E17.49  Workington Rotary Oak Tree Planting 

The clerk provided an overview of Workington Rotary’s project to plant six oak trees 

in Vulcan Park. The project had been granted permission by the land owner, 

Allerdale Borough Council, and was seeking a contribution from the Town Council to 

carry out the planting process. The committee discussed the possible location for the 

trees and how this would tie into the current layout of the park. The ownership of the 

park was discussed and how the transfer would impact this project. 

 

Resolved: To agree the commitment of £1,000 from the Park Development budget. 

in principle, on the condition that no work takes place prior to the transfer of the park 

to the Town Council. 

 

E17.50  Workington in Bloom 

The chair presented the committee with the results following the Britain in Bloom 

judging. This included suggestions to introduce additional wild flower planting, a peat 

free policy and the potential to develop a local BID. The committee discussed the 

opportunity to collaborate with Cumbria County Council to deliver a project to cut 

back verges and introduce wild flower planting. The Chair read a report by the Events 

Officer on a proposal to improve a ‘grot spot’, highlighted by the In Bloom judges, 

adjacent to Ladies Walk Car Park. The committee discussed this proposal including 

the cost and the ability to maintain the work. It was noted that the land was privately 

owned. The committee raised concerns about the sustainability for the project in the 

long term. 

 

Resolved: To investigate opportunities to develop the Workington’s contribution to 

Britain in Bloom. 

Resolved: To request an alternative ‘grot spot’ project from the In Bloom committee. 

 

Cllr B Miskelly left the meeting 

 

E17.51  Grow Wild - Salterbeck Reservoir 

The clerk reported that R Blacker was in the process of submitting a funding 

application to Grow Wild for a project that promotes biodiversity and community 

participation. She had requested some concepts to support the application. Cllr B 

Reville summarised a number of ideas that local residents had previously discussed 

including the introduction of stainless steel benches and ground clearance to 

enhance the open spaces available. It was highlighted that this could be discussed in 

more detail with ward councillors and members of the Salterbeck Residents 

Association. 

 

Resolved: To establish a meeting between Salterbeck ward Councillors and 

members of the Residents Association to contribute ideas for the Grow Wild funding.  

 

E17.52  Flood Plan 

The committee discussed the swift response to flood alerts by the Town and Borough 

councils following requests from the Flood Action Group in the past month. The clerk 
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reported that the Environment Agency had allocated space in their Barepot 

compound to store the pump and flood sacks, which would be an excellent local 

resource. Additional flood sack stores had also been allocated in a vacant garage on 

Soapery Allotment and in the Police Station. The clerk highlighted that the Helena 

Thompson Museum had undergone training to accept individuals if an evacuation 

were required prior to emergency centres opening.  

 

Resolved:  To note the report. 

 

 

E17.53  Harrington Reservoir De-silting Project 

The clerk reported that the Nature Partnership had completed the tendering process 

for the Harrington Reservoir project. He highlighted that Workington Town Council 

have allocated funds to support the project, but an additional £5,000 was required to 

underwrite a funding bid from Wren. It was proposed to use the remaining £5,000 in 

the Additional Improvements budget to support the project further. 

 

Resolved: To allocate £5,000 from the Additional Improvements budget to add to the 

remaining Nature Areas budget to support the Harrington Reservoir De-silting 

Project. 

 

E17.54  Budget 2018-19 

The committee considered the proposed budget for 2018-19. They recommended: 

 £5,000 of funding for the Vulcan Park Development budget, to ensure 

sufficient funds are earmarked to carry out work in the Vulcan Park after the 

transfer. 

 Maintain the funding into both the Allotments Running and Allotments 

Development budget lines to cover the costs for new fencing and the 

continuing redevelopment works at Northside Allotment site. 

 Transfer the remaining funds from the Harrington Marina Play Area 

Development budget, £8,500, to the Play Area Development budget and 

earmark these funds for the work required at Harrington Play Area.  

 Increase the budget for Play Area Development overall by £5,000 to £30,000. 

 To combine the budgets for Park Maintenance and Play Area R&R to create a 

Parks and Play Area Maintenance budget of £10,000.  

 

Resolved: To present proposed budgetary changes to the Policy and Resources 

Committee. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 19:33 

 


