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Workington Town Council 

Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 

Telephone: 01900 702986 

Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of the Environment Committee of Workington Town Council, 6pm on 

13 September 2016 in the Town Hall, Workington 

 

D Rollo (Chair)  Present 

C Armstrong Apologies 

B Dixon Present 

A Lawson Present 

P McHarry Present 

A McGuckin Present* 

B Miskelly Present 

J Osborn Present 

B Reville Present 

T Wardley Present 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk 

* arrived late 

 

E16.31  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr C Armstrong. 

 

E16.32  Declarations of Interest 

There were no items specified. 

 

E16.33  Exclusion of Press and Public 

No issues. 

 

E16.34  Appointment of a Vice Chair 

It was understood that Cllr Armstrong had resigned from the committee. It reviewed 

the position of Vice Chair in the light of this. 

 

Resolved: That Cllr J Osborn be appointed Vice Chair of the committee. 

 

E16.35  Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 12 July 2016 were affirmed as a true record. 
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Cllr McGuckin arrived (18.05). 

 

E16.36  Workington Nature Partnership 

The clerk read the report from the Nature Partnership Officer on her activities in the 

last couple of months. These included the continuation of her Forest School training, 

beach cleans in Harrington and Oldside and a moth night at Siddick Pond, which led 

on to moth-based activities at two Fun Days. Kingfishers had been spotted at 

Harrington NR, where the access work was continuing, albeit slowly. 

 

The committee expressed its continued appreciation of the Nature Partnerships 

Officer’s work, and considered how she may be supported better going forward. It 

was noted that it seemed to deliver added value from the Borough Council and this 

would not be available if the position was to be taken in house. It was suggested that 

an assistant might be helpful, and this should be discussed in the Steering Group, 

due to meet in a couple of weeks. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

E16.37  Workington in Bloom 

The Clerk reported that the town had won its category in Cumbria in Bloom, with a 

Silver Award. The chair congratulated the In Bloom committee for its efforts and 

those of its supporting officers and contractors. 

 

Resolved:  To note the award. 

 

E16.38  Back Lanes 

The Clerk reported that the procurement process for Frostoms Road was running its 

course and would end on 3 October on the government’s Contract Finder portal. The 

committee considered how to make the final decision on procurement. 

 

Resolved: That the tenders be considered by the Chairs of Finance and 

Environment, assisted by the Clerk and Assistant Clerk. 

 

E16.40  Murray Road 

The clerk reported on the latest impasse in the problem of dealing with anti-social 

behaviour in this part of town. It was noted that the Borough Council were unwilling to 

grant a Public Space Protection Order under the terms requested by the Police. The 
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extent of the problem was a subject of debate, due to insufficient reporting of 

incidents.  

 

Resolved: To contact the Ward Councillors for the area to see if their support could 

be enlisted to unblock the passage of the PSPO. 

 

E16.39  Play Areas Development 

The Committee considered the recommendations of the Parks and Open Spaces 

Working Group, noting that there was little additional detail to take from it beyond 

some technical procedures about mapping at this stage. The Clerk reported that 

there had been damage to the new play area in Moorclose but that it was due to 

over-vigorous play, rather than malicious vandalism. He was liaising with contractors 

to make the necessary repairs.  

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

E16.40  Frostoms Youth Project 

The committee considered its response to the presentation made at Full Council by 

the Frostoms Youth Project, asking for councillors’ support for the development of a 

young peoples’ space in Moss Bay. It was agreed that this should be supported in 

the coming budget, and that the council should agree to take on the maintenance of 

the site once it was installed. It was noted that the project had £25k funding agreed 

from Your Housing Group, and the council should match fund this. The project 

officer’s funding was due to run out at the end of October, so it was important that the 

funding streams were secured and that some body was found to continue the project 

to completion. The committee did not believe that the town council currently had 

capacity to complete the project itself – it requires youth/community workers to liaise 

with the community. It was believed that the Borough Council, which is the main 

landowner on the west side of Moss Bay Road, would be in agreement to allow an 

area of land to be used. 

 

Resolved:To include support for the project in the budget for 2017. To liaise with 

Your Housing Group and other partners over the continued support and delivery of 

the project.  

 

E16.41 Wordsworth View (Oval Centre) Play Area 

The Clerk reported that following a successful funding bid to WREN, work would 

commence on the installation of the new facility in early October. 
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Resolved: To note the report 

 

E16.42  Moss Bay Play Area 

The committee considered an issue that had arisen in Moss Bay’s new Forgehill 

estate, where the developer, Persimmon Homes, had attempted to renege on a 

section 106 condition to build a play area. The Clerk noted that the site of the 

planned play area was adjacent to the planned Moss Bay Nature Area. He further 

suggested that there might be an opportunity to deliver a better play area using some 

of the land earmarked for the Nature Area, and that perhaps the council could add 

finance and value to the play area if it delivered it itself, using money from 

Persimmon and its own money. 

 

Cllr Miskelly drew the committee’s attention to his presence on the Allerdale Borough 

Council Development Panel that would consider the application from Persimmon to 

remove condition 6 from their planning consent (2/2011/0227) for the Forgehill 

development. Whilst his interest was not pecuniary, and his presence would be 

allowed by s25 of the Localism Act 2011, he took no part in the discussion. 

 

Resolved: That pending the outcome of the Borough Council’s consideration of the 

application for the removal of the condition, the Town Council will discuss options 

with all parties to ensure a play area is developed for the residents of Forgehill. 

 

E16.43.  Seating and Tree Policies 

The committee considered policies for the management of trees and seating. It was 

proposed that a condition of removal of any tree should be its replacement by five 

trees planted elsewhere. It was suggested that both policies include a provision for 

the sponsorship of trees or seating. The adopted policies would be publicised 

through the council’s website.  

 

Resolved: To recommend that the policies are adopted with the proposed 

amendments. 

 

E16.44. Bin it For Good 

The committee heard that the ‘Bin it for Good’ initiative had been allowed three 

months additional time, so the proposal could be developed more fully with 

colleagues from the Borough Council. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 
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E16.45  Bus Shelters 

The committee heard that one of the shelters on Derwent Howe had been installed 

and the second was scheduled for the coming week. The Mayor and Cllr Alan Barry 

would be invited to formally open them. It was noted that the 12 month ‘trial period’ 

which was condition of Town Council adoption of the shelters, would commence as 

soon as the county council transferred liability for the structures after completion. Any 

further bus shelter responsibility would be considered in the light of this trial period. 

 

Resolved: To note the report 

 

E16.47.  Flood Plan 

The Clerk reported that he had been liaising with Workington Flood Action Group to 

assess how best the council could support the communities of Hall Park View and 

Barepot. The Environment Agency dredging was continuing but there was concern 

this might not be completed before winter. There was also concern that this might 

result in swifter flooding downstream. It was agreed that flood sacks would be located 

in facilities at Soapery and on Borough Council land in Barepot. Councillors were 

concerned about the timescale for delivery of these things, and also that 

communication with residents at Hall Park View seemed less successful than with 

Barepot residents. 

 

Resolved: That the Clerk report back on timescales and delivery. 

 

E16.48. Other Environment Concerns 

Cllr Miskelly reported that he and Cllrs Bainbridge and N Schofield had recently met 

with Northside residents who had a number of concerns about their local 

environment, particularly the playground, which was run by Your Housing Group. He 

asked whether there was any chance the Town Council might adopt it to bring it up to 

date and maintain it to a higher standard than presently. There was also concern 

about the Bus Shelters (presently Allerdale Borough Council assets). Cllr Miskelly 

was asked to share these concerns with the Borough Council’s property team. It was 

suggested that the next meeting of the Environment Committee should be held at 

Northside Community Centre. 

 

It was noted that the presentation by young people to full council was quite effective, 

and was suggested young people from Frostoms or Northside could be invited to a 

future meeting to discuss their concerns about provision for young people further. 
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Resolved: To schedule the Play Area as an item for consideration at a future 

meeting. 

 

Resolved: To hold the next meeting of the committee (or a subsequent one if this is 

not possible) at the Northside Community Centre.  

 

Resolved: To invite a young people’s group to a subsequent meeting to discuss their 

concerns over provision for them in the council’s play area and other Environment 

policies. 

 

The meeting closed at 20.09 


