
 

WORKINGTON TOWN COUNCIL 

Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 
Telephone: 01900 702986 
Email: workingtontowncouncil@allerdale.gov.uk 
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.com 
 

Minutes of the meeting of Workington Town Council held at 6pm on Wednesday  

10 December 2014 in the Trades Hall, Brow Top, Workington. 

 

Mrs C Armstrong Apologies Mr G Humes Apologies 

Mr W Bacon Absent Mrs E Johnsen Present 

Mrs M Bainbridge  Apologies Mr F Johnston Present 

Mrs L Baldry Apologies Mrs M Jones Present 

Mrs A Bales Apologies Mr R Jones Present 

Mr P Bales Present Cllr A Lawson Apologies 

Mr J Bechelli Absent Mr B Miskelly Present 

Mr J Bracken Apologies Mr J Osborn Present 

Mrs B Cannon Apologies Mrs M Rae Apologies 

Mr M Fryer Present Mr W Reville Present 

Mr K Hansen Present Ms D Rollo Present 

Mr N Hardy Present Mr M Rollo Present 

Mrs H Harrington Present Mr N Schofield Apologies 

Mr M Heaslip Present Mr S Stoddart Present 

Mr C Holding Absent Mrs J Wright Apologies 

 

In the absence of the Mayor and the deputy Mayor, Cllr D Rollo took the chair. 

 

Mayor’s Chaplain 

In the absence of the Mayor’s chaplain, Cllr R Jones led a short prayer. 

 

Public Participation 

There were no issues raised by the public. 

 

Police Report 

Inspector G Hunter reported on the most recent crime figures for the town.  

 

There was little change in Harrington, although parking on Church Road at school opening 

and closing time was problematic and officers had had to be deployed to issue notices. 

There was some discussion on alternative car parks. In Salterbeck there had been repeat 

issues with young people and anti-social behaviour. Parents had been involved and the 

young people had been involved in the ‘It’s your choice’ programme.  

 

In Westfield Bridge Court, an issue was being monitored relating to anti-social behaviour. 

Drug, noise and antisocial behaviour issues were being investigated on Fountains Ave, 



 

Windsor Road and Newlands Gardens. In St John’s, shoplifting continued to be the main 

concern, along with antisocial behaviour around the town’s wifi zones and other areas. A 

councillor asked if the loss of monitored CCTV had made an impact on enforcement and Insp 

Hunter felt that it had. 

 

There were some issues with known individuals around the ward, and these were being 

monitored by police. 

 

The Drink Drive awareness campaign for Christmas had commenced and there was 

noticeable improvements in the attitude of the local licensed trade. There was some 

discussion about the issue of people drinking before going out into town, and the police felt 

there was little they could do with licensees about this. The council agreed that they found 

the police’s updates very helpful and asked the clerk to write to Cumbria Constabulary to 

express their gratitude and support. 

 

The council thanked Inspector Hunter for his report. 

 

Connecting Cumbria 

Chris Barwise, the Broadband Champion for Workington reported on the mixed picture of 

broadband rollout in the town. There were some areas where the rollout had been quicker 

than expected, others seemed to be waiting far longer than had originally been suggested. 

Chris reported that he was now working with John March at Connecting Cumbria on 

improving the general public’s awareness of the project. 

 

He explained the problems of Phase 2 of the Connecting Cumbria rollout, which would aim to 

improve connectivity from 93% to 97% at the superfast rate. He felt that some of the 

projected timings were optimistic, given how long it has taken to progress this far. There was 

some discussion about the experience of individuals with superfast broadband.  

The council thanked Chris for his continuing work in this sphere. 

 

14.60.  Apologies 

The council received and accepted apologies from Cllrs M Bainbridge (Mayor), C Armstrong 

(Deputy Mayor), L Baldry, A Bales, J Bracken, B Cannon, G Humes, A Lawson, M Rae, N 

Schofield and J Wright. 

 

14.61.  Declarations of Interest 

No further interests were declared. 

 



 

14.62.  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960) 

No items were excluded. 

 

14.63.  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The minutes of the meeting on 15 October 2014 were received and affirmed as a true record. 

 

14.64.  Mayoral Announcements 

In the absence of the Mayor and deputy Mayor, there were no Mayoral announcements. Cllr 

M Jones presented the council with a photobook souvenir celebrating the town’s twining with 

Selm in Germany.  

 

14.65.  Council Affiliations and Memberships  

The council considered a report on its affiliations and memberships. It was observed that 

although the council has representatives on Cumbria Association of Local Councils (CALC), 

it doesn’t have any regular reports from them, and doesn’t seem to have much influence in 

what CALC says or does. Considering the size of Workington, in both the Cumbrian and the 

Allerdale context, the town council should be able to exert greater influence. There was 

concern about the political nature of some of CALC’s recent statements, particularly on 

unitary status for councils, and it was suggested that the CALC Executive was not politically 

representative. 

 

The clerk explained the role of the Society of Local Council Clerks in providing advice and 

advocacy for staff. 

  

Resolved: To renew CALC membership in 2015-16, but be more proactive in engagement 

and keep the position under review. 

Resolved: To renew the subscription to the Society of Local Council Clerks for the current 

financial year. 

 

Reports from Committees 

The chair of each committee will also take reasonable questions from the floor on their 

committee’s activities. 

 

 

Reports from Committees 

14.66. Culture Committee 

The council received the minutes of the Culture Committee meetings on 20 October and 17 

November 2014. 



 

 

It was requested that there was more information made available about the funding 

agreement with the Helena Thompson Museum. The clerk confirmed that he would make as 

much information possible as he could. 

 

There was a comment about the quality of the sound at the Cenotaph. It was reported that 

the sound was poorer on the bowling green side of the memorial. The clerk promised to 

investigate. He would also review the siting of the Mayoral car so that it didn’t get delayed by 

the parade. 

 

Resolved: That the council notes the minutes. 

 

14.67. Environment Committee 

The council received the minutes of the Environment Committee meeting on 25 November 

2014. 

It was noted that there appeared to still be no movement on the remaining unimproved back 

lane of Frostoms Road. The clerk confirmed that he had now met with Cumbria County 

Council and was optimistic that this would result in some improvements in the situation. The 

council was not asking the county council for financial help, just expertise in the process of 

commissioning the work to be done. 

Resolved: That the council notes the minutes. 

 

14.68. Finance, Property and Employment Committee 

The council received the minutes of the Finance, Property and Employment Committee 

meeting on 20 November 2014. 

Resolved: That the council notes the minutes. 

 

14.69. Planning Committee 

The council received the minutes of the Planning Committee meetings on 3 November and 1 

December 2014. A councillor queried whether the Planning Committee was meeting 

deadlines for comments, or whether the committee was wasting time 

A councillor queried the naming of The Avenue in Stainburn. The clerk confirmed that as far 

as he knew the developer had progressed with this naming and the Town Council’s 

comments were not incorporated. 

Resolved: That the council notes the minutes. 

 

14.70. Policy and Resources Committee 



 

The council received the minutes of the Policy and Resources Committee meeting on 11 

November 2014. 

 

Resolved: That the council notes the minutes. 

 

The meeting closed at 6.58pm 


