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Draft Minutes of the Policy and Resources committee of Workington Town Council 
Wednesday 3 September 2014 in the Trades Hall, Brow Top, Workington 
 
C Armstrong (Chair) Present 

M Bainbridge  Present 

M Jones Present 

J Osborn Apologies 

D Rollo Present 

N Schofield Apologies 

J Wright Present 

  

 
 
PR14.37  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs J Osborn and N Schofield. 

 

PR14.38  Declarations of Interest 

There were none. 

 

PR14.39 Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) 

It was agreed that the press and public be excluded from Item 14 and 15 because it would 

prejudicial to the public interest to bring contractual or personal information into the public 

domain. 

 

PR14.40  Minutes of the Last Meeting 

The minutes of the previous meeting were not yet available. 

 

PR14.41  Mind in West Cumbria 

The committee received a presentation from Nerys Brunker, acting chair of Mind in West 

Cumbria and trustee, Ann Boyd. Ms Brunker outlined the organisation’s parlous financial 

position due to previous management and trustee decisions. She passionately defended the 

charity’s record of service to people in Workington and elsewhere with mental health issues 

and explained that they now had an apparent funding gap which would result in the closure 

of the charity by December 2014 if it was not addressed. The new trustees were working 



hard to restore the financial position and make up ground on existing funding streams which 

had been put in jeopardy by the previous regime. The Town Council’s help was being sought 

to retain the service in Workington. 

 

The chair thanked Ms Brunker for her presentation and following their departure, the 

committee discussed what funding could be made available. It was noted that the council 

was not without financial reserves, and that some financial assistance could be offered. It 

was further noted that the charity’s work, though centred in Workington, actually covered the 

whole of the boroughs of Allerdale and Copeland, and therefore any funding offered by 

Workington Town Council might be matched proportionately by other local councils. 

 

The committee considered whether funding a charity in this way might set an unwelcome 

precedent, but it was suggested that this was not really a time for such considerations, as a 

real issue had presented itself, and the Town Council was both resourced and empowered to 

act to preserve the service. 

 

Resolved: To recommend the allocation of £10,000 from reserves for an emergency grant to 

ensure Mind’s continued advice service to the people of Workington, under the council’s 

powers outlined in s137 of the Local Government Act 1972. 

Resolved: To draw the attention of the other local councils in the area to Mind’s plight and 

ask that they show similar concern. 

  

Part Two – The Press and the Public were excluded from this part of the meeting 

under the Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960, because their presence 

would be prejudicial to the public interest due to its confidential nature. 

 

PR14.42. Town Hall and Accommodation for the Council 

The committee considered a suggestion from previous informal discussions that the 

resources currently being earmarked for developing office accommodation might best be 

spent on developing a portion of the existing town hall site. 

Resolved: To commend this approach to Full Council at the earliest opportunity. 

 


