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Minutes of the Culture Committee of Workington Town Council, 6pm Tuesday 22 

January 2019 in the Town Hall, Workington 

 

J Wright (chair) Present 

M Bainbridge Present 

M Heaslip Present* 

H Harrington Present 

J Holliday Apologies 

A McGuckin (vice chair) Apologies 

B Miskelly Present 

J Osborn Present 

M Rollo Present 

M Suddart Apologies 

D Rollo (Deputy Mayor) Present 

 

In attendance: Town Clerk 

* arrived late 

 

C18.52  Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted as being for approved reasons under the terms of 

the Local Government Act 1972, s85, Cllrs J Holliday, A McGuckin and M Suddart. 

 

C18.53  Declarations of Interest 

None were declared. 

 

C18.54  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings 

Act 1960) 

No issues. 

 

C18.55  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The committee received the minutes of the meeting on 27 November 2018, and affirmed 

them as a true record. 

 

C18.56  Technology Festival 

The Clerk confirmed that the Mayor had been invited to the 2019 Festival on 15 March at the 
UTC, and that the council had been asked for £500 to contribute towards the running costs 
as before. The Clerk also confirmed that this was already a budget commitment for this 
financial year. There was some discussion about the take up of the even in Workington 



secondary schools. In recent previous years only St Joseph’s had fielded a team. There was 
some debate about how the Academy might be coaxed into entering. It was noted that the 
Town Council appeared to be one of the few local authority funders (if not the only), and 
since the Tournament was a West Cumbria-wide event, it would be appropriate if other 
councils also made a contribution. Councillors were encouraged to attend the event to see 
how it worked. 

Resolved: To note the arrangements for the 2019 Tournament. 

  

C18.57.  Festival of Running 2019  

The Clerk reported that the Events team had held a meeting with the Cumberland Athletic 
Club and that the Club were keen for the Festival to be revived in 2019 with Town Council 
support. They proposed a budget in the region of £3,000, with a preference for a date in 
August/September. The Club would look after the management of the runs, and the Town 
Council would take care of publicity and non-running activities. The Committee considered 
issues relating to the choice of route and the split of proceeds. 

Resolved: That the Event planning continue as proposed. 

Resolved: That the proceeds be split 50:50 with the Club, the Town Council share being 
used to defray some of the expenditure. 

 

C18.58  Christmas Lighting  

The Committee considered the recent Christmas lighting display. The Clerk confirmed that it 
had been relatively trouble-free, the only outages experienced being due to the poor 
condition of remaining stock on lease from LITE, which caused a couple of connectors to 
uncouple and necessitated call outs to the installation contractor. There was some 
discussion about the vibrancy of the display, which some councillors felt was rather flat, 
especially on Oxford Street. The loss of the Town Hall tree and the occasional outage of the 
first cross street display contributed to an overall depression of the cumulative impact of the 
lighting display. It was noted that the pedestrianised areas and Pow St/Finkle St were very 
nice, but that these were not noticed by passing traffic or people arriving in town from the 
train station. The overall impression could be that the display favoured the big shops in the 
shopping centre over the more independent shops elsewhere. It was noted that the 
infrastructure across the town had been renewed in the last couple of years, and this was 
now the most secure and technically compliant it had been in a long time. Given the 
restrictions presented by the infrastructure, could premises on Upper Jane Street, for 
instance cooperate to extend up there? 

Resolved: To investigate putting small trees outside the town hall; To investigate whether 
projectors could be used at the town hall; If possible to place Christmas trees at the station, 
on the Facade raised bed on Pow Street and in Vulcan Park. 

C18.59   Workington Painting Competition  

The Committee considered a proposal from a member of the public that the council 
facilitates a painting competition to celebrate and promote the town. There was some 



discussion about the purpose, and the cost of such a competition, but on balance there were 
some obvious merits. It was suggested that it might result in an exhibition over several days 
in a venue like the Carnegie Theatre and arts Centre. Subjects should be limited to images 
of Workington. 

Resolved: To ask the Events team to come back with a proposal for a competition, offering 
a trophy or plaque, with Open and under 16 categories and a budget of £300 from the 
Promoting Workington budget line. 

C18.60.  Creative People and Places  

The Clerk reported on the development of a Creative People and Places (CPP) Bid for West 
Cumbria (Allerdale and Copeland) and a couple of other arts development initiatives: 
including the Eden Arts led Route 66 project. The CPP bid to Arts Council England had got 
off to a difficult start with nine hours of meetings between artists, practitioners and third 
sector organisations from Millom to Maryport. Some structure had now been agreed with 
BEC acting as accountable body. It was noted that the Senior Partnerships Officer at 
Allerdale Borough Council had played a significant role in facilitating this, but the process 
was not supposed to be council-led. The Clerk explained the peculiar role of the Town 
Council in the proceedings, Workington being the only parish tier authority represented, but 
also one of the few local authorities with an active arts and events programmes. There was 
discussion of the oft-faced dilemmas of initiatives of this nature, and their perceived inability 
to reflect the needs of local communities. It was especially noted that often the socio-
economic status of West Cumbrian communities was cited as a driver for funding bids, but 
the projects themselves seldom made any lasting impact on those communities. There was 
an appeal to project funders to recognise the vital role played by elected members in 
representing their communities. 

Resolved: To note the report, and to ask the Clerk to express the views of the committee to 
funding organisations such as Arts Council England. 

C18.61 . Jane Pit Miners' Memorial  

The Chair reported that she and the Clerk had been interviewed by BBC Radio Cumbria 
earlier in the day about the project. The structural engineers report had been received and 
new costs were being assessed for emergency repair work as well as long term preservation 
work. The bid was due for submission to HLF at the end of February. 

Resolved: To note the report. 

C18.62.  Twinning  

The chair reported that plans were in hand for the trip to Selm in February to celebrate the 
25th aniversary. Several councillors were attending (paying their own expenses) in addition 
to the Mayor and the Clerk. Party in the Park in May would also have a focus on the 
Twinning celebration 

Resolved: To note the report  

C18.63.  Town Centre Signboard 

The Committee considered a report from the Events officer on the procurement of an 

electronic LED signboard for the Hub. It recommended the purchase of 49” Aura display 



from W&Co Design Solutions at £3,910, or the 55” model at £5,371. The capital for this 

purchase came from the Allerdale Borough Council town centre funding initiative in 2017-18. 

 

Resolved: To accept the recommendation of the Events Officer, though to choose the 55” 

display, rather than the 49” version. 

 

The meeting closed at 19:30 

 


