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Workington Town Council 

Town Hall, Oxford Street, Workington, Cumbria CA14 2RS 
Telephone: 01900 702986 
Email: office@workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
Website: www.workingtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
 
Minutes of the Culture Committee of Workington Town Council, 6pm Thursday 22 

September 2016 in the Town Hall, Workington 

 

A McGuckin (chair) Present* 

M Bainbridge Apologies 

P Bales Present 

B Cannon  Apologies 

H Harrington Present 

M Heaslip Present* 

B Miskelly Present* 

M Rollo Apologies 

T Wardley Apologies 

J Wright (Mayor) Present* 

 

*Arrived late 

In attendance: Town Clerk, Events Assistant 

 

In the absence of Cllr McGuckin, Cllr Bales took the chair. 

  

C16.30. Apologies 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs M Bainbridge, B Cannon, M Rollo and T 

Wardley. 

 

C16.31.  Declarations of Interest 

No issues were raised 

 

C16.32.  Exclusion of Press and Public (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 

1960) 

No items. 

 

C16.33.  Minutes of the previous meeting 

The committee received the minutes of the meeting on 21 July 2016 and affirmed them as a 

true record.  

 

C16.34.  Twinning Association 

The Mayor reported that there was currently a party on its way to Selm in Germany (including 

two members from this committee). Following the resignation of Cllr Armstrong from the 

chairmanship, Cllr B Cannon and Mr A Graham were jointly chairing the association. The 
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biggest event on the horizon was the 2017 youth camp including young people from Germany, 

France and Poland, which the association was hoping to hold at Branthwaite camp site in June. 

 

Cllr McGuckin arrived at 18.10 and assumed the chair. 

 

Resolved To note the report 

 

C16.35. Helena Thompson Museum 

The Chair welcomed the new Events Assistant to the meeting – this was her first day. Cllrs 

reported that they were due a liaison meeting with Museum staff to check on the progress of the 

council-funded Education Project. This would be arranged in the near future. 

 

Resolved: To arrange a liaison meeting. 

 

C16.36. Grants 

It was noted that an agenda item referring to an application from Beckstones School had been 

erroneously included. This matter belonged to the Environment Committee and would appear 

on their next agenda. The committee considered the following applications for grant funding. 

 

a) Workington Music Festival 

Request: Funding to cover the cost of winners medals and prizes. 

 

It was noted that the council has funded this in the past and intended to continue 

supporting this very valuable event. 

 

Resolved: To fund two £50 pound prizes and to provide medals for the Glee Class. 

 

b) Workington AFC 

Request: Support or part funding for the cost of a Dennis G860 mower.  

 

There was some concern that press reports suggested the target had now been 

reached. There was also some discussion about the appropriateness of supporting what 

amounted to being a private business. 

 

Resolved: To confirm that the appeal had reached its target and funding was no longer 

required. The club may apply for up to £300 through the community grant system for 

future projects. 

 

c) The REACT Foundation - Lego League 

Request: £1,500 sponsorship for a school team to enter the Lego League for 5 years. 

 

There was some confusion as to where the team would come from and how it would be 

selected. It was felt that more information was required before the committee could 

agree to such a large sum. 

 

Resolved: The committee had no objection in principle, but required that a proposal be 

presented which had more detail about how the funding would be used in the 

Workington school context. 
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d) Workington Rotary Club 

Request: Sponsorship for Paint the Town Red Festival and Food Festival. 

 

The committee understood that further information might be forthcoming about this 

proposal, and agreed that it would certainly be required before any agreement could be 

reached to offer sponsorship, since at present there was insufficient information to go 

on, and the proposal was not consonant with current Town Council plans for 2017. 

 

Resolved: To await further details of a proposal from the Rotary Club. 

 

e) Workington branch Royal British Legion – Remembrance Day 2018 

Request £1000-£1500 to support additional activities to commemorate the end of the 

First World War in 2018. 

 

It was noted that the council are fully intending to commemorate the 2018 anniversary 

appropriately. It was hoped that the planned opening of a new base for the Royal British 

Legion Poppy Fund would coincide with the dates, and that other commemorative 

activities would be planned. It was noted that any event in 2018 should concentrate on 

sombre commemoration and not imply celebration or the glorification of war. It was also 

suggested that the themes in the cenotaph be explored further – the home front, and the 

role of the coal, iron and steel workers as well as the fighting services.  

 

Resolved: To liaise with the Royal British Legion and others over plans for the 

commemoration of the end of the First World War. To be minded to propose a budget for 

the financial year 2018-19 (in November 2017) which will reflect the importance the 

council attaches to this event.  

 

f) Connecting Cumbria - Google Garage event 

Request: £500 towards the cost of running a Google Garage event in Workington. 

  

There was some discussion on the appropriateness of supporting an event that 

promotes a global corporation, however it was noted that Google did not seek to profit 

directly from this scheme, and indeed were offering their resources for free. There was 

further discussion as to the appropriateness of supporting private businesses in this way, 

and should they not be made to pay at least something. It was suggested that this might 

not be in the spirit of the event and might be counterproductive. It was noted that sum 

involved was not huge and whilst the overall effect may be minimal, it was a relatively 

small outlay for a potentially very good result. In a vote the committee was split 3:3, the 

chair using his casting vote to support the proposal. 

 

Resolved: To support the proposal 

 

 

C16.37. Cultural Events Programme 2017  

The Clerk reported that the Events Team were working through the existing proposals for 2017 

and would report them in more depth at a subsequent meeting, when budgetary requirements 

were more established. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 
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C16.38. Christmas Festival 2016 

The Clerk reported that most plans were now in place for the Christmas festival and lights 

switch on. The Events Officer was proposing an Abba Tribute band as the headline attraction to 

accompany the mayor. The mayor asked whether mince pies would be served at the Theatre 

Royal prior to the parade and it was agreed that this should be investigated. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

C16.39. Arts Partnership 

The Clerk reported on the progress made towards the development of an arts partnership and 

extending partnerships further with the Carnegie Theatre. The Events Officer was developing a 

bid for government funding through the Great Place scheme, and the Carnegie were continuing 

to look at how they can fund an engagement position at the arts centre. It was noted that the 

council wished to continue supporting the Carnegie as the appropriate body for arts promotion 

in the town. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 

 

C16.40. Technology 

The committee consider a proposal to include technology as a strand of ‘culture’ and therefore 

develop some activities to reflect this as a priority.  

 

Resolved: The committee agreed that a Technology strand should be added to their list of 

priorities, to reflect the importance of technological innovation and training in the culture of the 

town. 

 

C16.41. Jane Pit Miners Memorial 

The Clerk reported that the archaeological survey work at Jane Pit had been commissioned 

from Oxford Archaeology North and was expected in the next few weeks. This would give a 

technical overview of the site upon which a lottery-funded project would be developed. The aim 

remained to restore the site to a visitable state through a community project. Recent work with 

Allerdale Borough Council staff and a Frostoms Young People project also supported by Your 

Housing Group, had identified the area as a possible location for a ‘Youth Space’, but an area 

further along Moss Bay Road had now been identified as preferable. 

 

Resolved: To note the report  

 

C16.42. New Zealand v Scotland Rugby League Match 

The Clerk described the Town Council’s plans for promotional events in the town centre, 

alongside the Rugby League Match on 11 November. Working with colleagues from the 

Borough Council there would be engagement with schools and a series of performances 

leading up to the match itself. There would be display and selfie boards, the former creating a 

lasting display for the rugby league club to use. 

 

Resolved: To note the report. 
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C16.43. Sport 

The committee considered how the sporting aspects of the council’s Culture agenda might be 

better supported. It was suggested that mini-competitions might be run alongside existing Fun 

Days, and that the Borough Council’s sports strategy might form a starting point for a review of 

sports provision, and the value the town council can add. It was noted that a variety of health 

initiatives were also looking at this topic and it would be sensible to see how they may be 

integrated. There was a need to include older and younger people, schools, clubs and third 

sector groups. 

 

Resolved: That officers report back on developing the council’s sports strategy. 

 

The meeting closed at 19.20 
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